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FOR IMMEDIATE · RELEASE 
Ptlntlle' Spotts News 
EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY - Charleston, IL 61920 
217 I 581-5981 
LS-AS-1-l+s 
CHARLESTON , IL (March 17, 1987)--Eastern Illinois University 's women's 
tennis Lady Panthers will compete against Murray State, Evansvil l e and 
Tennessee-Chattanooga on Friday and Saturday (March 20- 21 ) at Murray , KY . 
The Lady Panthers, 8- 8 in the fall , opened the spring season with 
l osses to Ga t eway Conference rivals Western Illinois and Illinois State by 
i dentical scores of 7- 2 . Eastern was without three of its top seven 
players in those matches because of iniuries . With one iunior and no 
seniors, the Lady Panthers are looking ahead to a bright future . 
"Women ' s tennis is on the rise, '' said Grant Alexander , who will serve 
as interim head coach this season while Gail Richard has taken a leave of 
absence for one year to pursue a doctorate degree in speech pathology . 
" The next two years are when we could make our move in the conference ." 
Freshman KIM RHODES (PEKIN) woul d have been the team ' s No . 1 singles 
player last fa ll if she had not suffered a knee iniury in EIU ' s 
season- opening match against Western Illinois. Freshman SHEILA MARCIAL 
(BELVIDERE) then moved into the No. 1 spot and posted a 6- 12 record 
"against some excellent competition ," Alexander said. " Even though she had 
a losing record, I think it ' s going to help her down the road. She ' s used 
to playing against the best. " 
Sophomore LISA STOCK (ELMFURST-YORK) combined with sophomore 
MAUREEN MCKEON {NORTHBROOK-GLENBROOK NORTH) for a 1 2- 7 record in the 
fall at No . 1 doubles. Stock played No. 2 and McKeon No. 3 in singles . 
"Lisa was the team ' s most improved player," said Alexander. "She had a 
real good fall . Maureen had some key wins for us in the fall that pulled 
us through in our matches. " 
- more-
Sophomore BETH STUCKEY (BELLEVILLE-EAST) compiled a 9-8 record at 
No. 4 singles , while f reshman GRETCHEN FAGEN (HOMEWOOD-MARIAN CATHOLIC) 
was 10- 5 at No. 5 . Stuckey and Fagen were 12- 2 at No. 3 doubles , with 12 
consecutive victories. 
"Beth is very tough on the baseline," said Alexander. "She pounds the 
ball every time she hits it. She really makes her opponent work. Gretchen 
played great early in the (fall) season because of hard work in the 
summer. She has really improved her volley , which will help against 
tougher players. We ' re in excellent shape at No. 3 doubles because they 
can overpower their opponents." 
Sophomore RENEE ALEXANDER (MATTOON) had a 3-6 record at No. 6 
singles in the fall. " She really played well in the early part of the 
fall," said the coach, who is also a cousin of Renee. "She's probably the 
strongest hitter on the team. She could probably hit with the guys ." 
Sophomore JULIE MANIKOWSKI (ORLAND PARK-TINLEY PARK ANDREW) was 
unbeaten in two matches at No. 6 singles in the fall , defeating league 
foes Bradley and Northern Iowa. Junior KAREN CANADY (ADDISON-TRAIL) 
combined with Manikowski to win their lone doubles match. Canady is the 
only player on the team who is not a freshman or sophomore. 
Sophomore ANGEL HOFFEK (SHERMAN-WILLIAMSVILLE) joined the squad at 
the start of the spring semester after transferring from Blackburn 
College, where she was the No. 1 singles player . Freshman SUE COTTINGHAM 
(MOKENA-NEW LENOX LINCOLN WAY) will also see action. Cottingham played at 
No. 2 doubles in the fall . 
"Our goal is to finish in the top half at the conference tournament 
and above .500 in dual matches, " said Alexander , whose team was 7-9 a year 
ago and lOth in the Gateway Conference meet. "We're going to be able to 
compete with some good teams this season ." 
-EIU-
1987 EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY WOMEN'S TENNIS ROSTER 
Name 
Re 1ee Alexander 
Ke: ren Canady 
Sue Cottingham 
Gretchen Fagen 
Angel Hoffek 
Julie Manikowski 
Sheila Marcial 
Maureen McKeon 
Kim Rhodes 
Lisa Stock 
Beth Stuckey 
Class 
Sophomore 
Junior 
Freshman 
Freshman 
Sophomore 
Sophomore 
Freshman 
Sophomore 
Freshman 
Sophomore 
Sophomore 
Hometown (High School) 
Mattoon, IL (Mattoon) 
Addison, IL (Addison Trail) 
Mokena , IL (New Lenox- Lincoln Way) 
Homewood, IL (Marian Catholic) 
Sherman, IL (Williamsville) 
Orland Park, IL (Tinley Park Andrew) 
Belvidere, IL (Belvidere) 
Northbrook, IL (Glenbrook North) 
Pekin, IL (Pekin) 
Elmhurst, IL (York) 
Belleville, IL (East) 
1987 EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY WOMEN 'S TENNIS SCHEDULE 
Date 
March 20-21 
March 23 
March 24 
March 26 
March 27 
April 2 
April 7 
April 9 
April 14 
April 17- 18 
April 22 
April 24 
April 30 - May 2 
Opponent 
Murray State, Evansville, Tennessee- Chattanooga 
Denison University 
Union University 
Oberlin College 
Goucher College 
INDIANA STATE 
Illinois State 
SOUTHERN ILLINOIS 
Bradley 
Southwest Missouri State , Wichita State 
PRINCIPIA COLLEGE 
DEPAUW UNIVERSITY 
Gateway Conference Tournament 
All horne matches played at Weller Courts 
Interim Head Coach: Grant Alexander 
Site 
Murray, KY 
Kissimmee, FL 
Kissimmee, FL 
Kissimmee, FL 
Kissimmee, FL 
CHARLESTON, IL 
Normal, IL 
CHARLESTON, IL 
Peoria , IL 
St. Louis, MO 
CHARLESTON, IL 
CHARLESTON, IL 
Cedar Falls, IA 
